
 
 

                                                                                                           
 

 

 

Press Release  

Brussels, 20 February 2018 

The Gotthard Base Tunnel project receives the 2018 European Railway 
Award  

The 2018 European Railway Award was presented tonight to the Gotthard Base Tunnel Project, for 

delivering the world’s longest railway tunnel, shifting freight to rail. Peter Jedelhauser, former 

Head of the Gotthard North South Corridor Project at SBB, and Renzo Simoni, former CEO of 

AlpTransit Gotthard Ltd accepted the award on behalf of the European workforce who brought the 

project to life. This is the eleventh edition of the European Railway Award, where, since 2007, the 

European rail sector has celebrated and recognised the political and technical contributions of 

accomplished individuals to the sector. The ceremony, which took place at the Square Meeting 

Centre in Brussels, was followed by the joint CER-UNIFE Annual Reception and attracted more than 

500 guests from all over Europe, including high-level politicians and transport stakeholders. 

The evening started off with a round-table discussion among top EU transport policymakers and 

stakeholders. European Commissioner for Transport, Violeta Bulc, highlighted how “the rail sector has 

a central role to play in the transition to integrated, smart and low emission mobility”. She invited all 

actors “to intensify their cooperation to improve the quality of service and to demonstrate the impact 

of public investments in rail transport infrastructure”.  

Representing the European Parliament, MEP Karima Delli (Greens/EFA, FR), Chair of the Committee on 

Transport and Tourism, underlined: “2018 is going to be a very challenging year for rail sector at EU 

level. There is a common will between the European Commission and the European Parliament to 

promote passengers' traffic and freight, in order to decarbonise transports and to better connect 

European citizens. But this transition will only be possible if we implement the fourth railway package 

for the benefit of passengers and workers of the rail industry, and if passengers feel better protected 

by the passenger rights' directive that is being currently recast. Brexit will also be at the heart of the 

rail connectivity discussions given the European Union shares, under water, a rail interconnection with 

the British island. We have rich discussions ahead of us and I thank CER and UNIFE for setting up this 

new edition of the European Railway Award.” 

Paweł Wojciechowski, European Coordinator for the Rhine-Alpine core network corridor, stated: “The 

European Coordinators are actively involved in the discussions on the next multiannual financial 

framework. Where the resources are scarce we should focus even more on their efficient use. The TEN-

T and CEF policies follow this approach by allocating funding to projects with the highest European 

value added – such as cross-border rail projects. That enhances European integration, competitiveness 

as well as other goals such as decarbonisation. However we must also urge governments to commit 

more national resources in order to complete the TEN-T core network by 2030.” 

CER Chair and CEO of SJ and President of ASTOC Crister Fritzson congratulated the laureates and took 

the opportunity to emphasise that “the Gotthard base tunnel is an excellent example of a major 

infrastructure construction project that has lifted rail freight to the next level, unleashing the full 

potential for modal shift. Interestingly, partial funding also came from charges on heavy road vehicles. 

We need more projects like this, as well as incremental infrastructure investments and reinvestments, 

boosting rail services for both passengers and freight customers.” 



 
 

                                                                                                           
 

UNIFE Chair and CEO of Siemens Mobility, Sabrina Soussan, stated: “We’re here to celebrate the 

achievements of our industry, and to look ahead at what’s going to be a crucial year for Europe’s rail 

sector. As the EU institutions decide on their budget priorities for the next years, we want to make 

sure that rail is firmly among those. Further investments in rail projects, and EU funding for crucial 

digital innovation in our sector through Shift2Rail 2.0, will secure Europe’s leadership and contribute 

to more efficient, innovative and interoperable rail transport.“ 

The longest rail tunnel in the world, the Gotthard Base Tunnel, officially entered into service on 11 

December 2016. The Gotthard Base Tunnel is an outstanding example of shifting freight transport to 

more environmentally friendly modes of transport, by relying on public support and a fair financing 

system. The tunnel is at the heart of Europe’s most important rail freight axis – the Rhine-Alpine corridor 

boosting rail freight traffic from Rotterdam to Genoa. Rail passengers are enjoying reduced travel times 

and more seats. From 9 000 daily passengers in 2015, the Gotthard passenger traffic is expected to 

nearly double to 15 000 daily passengers in 2021. 

When accepting this award, Peter Jedelhauser, former Head of the Gotthard North South Corridor 

Project at SBB, commented: „Despite all technological and organizational achievements, human factors 

have once more proven to be one of the most crucial success factors.” 

Renzo Simoni, former CEO of AlpTransit Gotthard Ltd, highlighted: “The great achievement is that, 

with the Gotthard Base Tunnel, we have a genuinely transalpine flat-rail route at our disposal. Even 

though it runs right through the middle of the Alps, at its highest point it’s only 550 metres above sea 

level.” 

The Gotthard Base Tunnel in figures: 57 km length; up to 2300 m deep; 28.2 million tonnes total volume 

of excavated material; 2600 persons employed and 3900 persons trained; 17 years 

construction/commissioning time; 11 billion euros cost; 249 km/h max. travel speed; less than 20 min. 

travel time through the tunnel; max. 260 freight and 65 passenger trains per day. 

The award was accompanied by a donation of €10.000 to the charity of the laureate’s choice. Peter 

Jedelhauser gave his prize money to Stiftung Personalfonds SBB, and Renzo Simoni gave his to ARGO 

(Foundation for integration of people with disabilities). 

For further information, please visit www.europeanrailwayaward.eu or contact: 

Eva Böckle  

CER Head of Communications 

phone +32 2 213 08 90 

mobile +32 473 32 20 94 

e-mail eva.boeckle@cer.be 

The Community of European Railway and Infrastructure Companies (CER) brings 

together more than 70 railway undertakings, their national associations as well as 

infrastructure managers and vehicle leasing companies. The membership is made 

up of long-established bodies, new entrants and both private and public 

enterprises, representing 73% of the rail network length, 77% of the rail freight 

business and about 93% of rail passenger operations in EU, EFTA and EU accession 

countries. CER represents the interests of its members towards EU policymakers 

and transport stakeholders, advocating rail as the backbone of a competitive and 

sustainable transport system in Europe. For more information, visit www.cer.be 

or follow @CER_railways on Twitter. 

Andrei Ciufu 

UNIFE Head of Communications 

phone +32 2 626 12 64 

mobile +32 489 18 29 47 

UNIFE represents the European Rail Industry in Brussels since 1992. The Association 

gathers more than 90 of Europe’s leading large and medium-sized rail supply 

companies active in the design, manufacture, maintenance and refurbishment of 

rail transport systems, subsystems and related equipment. UNIFE also brings 

http://www.europeanrailwayaward.eu/
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http://www.twitter.com/cer_railways


 
 

                                                                                                           
 

e-mail andrei.ciufu@unife.org  

 

together 14 national rail industry associations of European countries. For more 

information, visit www.unife.org or follow @unife on Twitter. 
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