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A Green Recovery Plan continues to be
necessary
The Community of European Railway and Infrastructure Companies (CER) welcomes the
European Commission’s intentions to “boost … rail travel and clean mobility in our cities
and regions” through a reinforced long-term budget (MFF) and a recovery plan,
presented by European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen on 27 May. However,
it is key over the coming weeks that greater detail and ambition are shown for green
and sustainable transport. While the maintenance of the Connecting Europe Facility
(CEF) for transport budget is a positive signal, it is not sufficient for an overall shift to
green mobility.
CER Executive Director Libor Lochman said: “CER believes that the recovery instrument
proposed by the Commission yesterday should enable movement towards green
mobility, and ensure that the improvements in air quality for cities are maintained. CER
therefore calls upon the European Council in its discussions on the MFF and recovery
fund to reinforce public transport such as rail to match citizens’ ambition for a more
sustainable society.”
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The Community of European Railway and Infrastructure
Companies (CER) brings together railway undertakings, their
national associations as well as infrastructure managers and
vehicle leasing companies. The membership is made up of longestablished bodies, new entrants and both private and public
enterprises, representing 71% of the rail network length, 76% of
the rail freight business and about 92% of rail passenger
operations in EU, EFTA and EU accession countries. CER
represents the interests of its members towards EU policy makers
and transport stakeholders, advocating rail as the backbone of a
competitive and sustainable transport system in Europe. For
more information, visit www.cer.be or follow @CER_railways on
Twitter.
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